Written Analysis

Week 1
Essay #1: Versions of recent news story

EXCELLENT
Good job on finding sources that focused on a single story. You answered each of the assignment’s questions, noting the significant differences in the stories that resulted in rather different stories. Your writing was clean and strong.

DIDN’T ANSWER QUESTIONS/DISORGANIZED

Good job on choosing a topic and finding very different sources about it. However, please reread the assignment directions. There were three essential questions for each story that you were to address in a logical format. What is submitted here seems more of a brief summary that didn't always adequately address the questions. Please read and follow assignment directions carefully.
GOOD EXCEPT GRAMMAR MECHANICS
Good job on finding sources that focus on a single story. You answered each of the assignment’s questions, noting the significant differences in the stories that resulted in rather different stories.

There were many grammatical and mechanical errors. You will need to do work to understand and correct these issues. Let me review your drafts before turning them in, or find extra help at your school.
Essay #2: Fall of Antwerp

GOOD JOB EXCEPT HISTORY

You showed some excellent insights about reporting and the role that bias can play in reporting “facts” and the “truth.” The questions pointed at the effect of bias or prejudice--that's why each of the accounts were labelled as to which country it was written for. I felt a comment about the historical context of war should also have been a part of your answer.
LACKS PARAGRAPH STRUCTURE

You did a good job in probing why the accounts of the fall of Antwerp differ so much. One person's "freedom fighter" is another person's "terrorist."  What concerned me was the lack of paragraph structure and development. When sitting down to do these assignments, remember that this is a writing class and that organization and mechanics count. 
MISSED THE ASSIGNMENT/DIDN’T ANSWER QUESTIONS
You made a valid point. However, this exercise asked you to answer specific questions, which you seemed to ignore. The questions pointed at the effect of bias or prejudice--that's why each of the accounts were labelled as to which country it was written for.
Week 2

Essay #1: Two Death Penalty Articles 

EXCELLENT

You did a good job of summarizing the two articles in an objective way. Your comparison and contrast of them brought out some essential points that reflected the detail and understand with which you read them. Your writing style is clean and correct.

DISORGANIZED
You did a good job of summarizing the two articles in an objective way. When it came to stating and supporting your own position, you had a problem with paragraphs. A paragraph should focus on only ONE main idea. You had three reasons to support your position, and put all three in the same paragraph when they should have been separated.

Please review comma use at: http://webster.commnet.edu/grammar/quiz_list.htm
TOO BRIEF

You provided a brief summary of the two articles. However, when it came to supporting your own position, you had a problem with development. A paragraph should focus on ONE main idea that is developed with facts, details and quotes. The assignment asked you to “develop and defend your personal thesis on this issue . . .by developing an analysis of the two articles supplemented by your views." This submission was too brief to adequately accomplish the assignment goals.
DID NOT SUMMARIZE TWO  

I could not find summaries of the two articles assigned. There seemed to be a partial summary of one. When it came to stating and supporting your own position, you had a problem with paragraphs focus and unity. A paragraph should focus on ONE main idea that is developed with facts, details and quotes. However, your support paragraphs seemed disorganized and short of their reference back to the two articles in questions. The assignment asked you to “develop and defend your personal thesis on this issue . . .by developing an analysis of the two articles supplemented by your views."
Question #2: Outline Analysis of an Issue
FACTS BUT NO REAL ANALYSIS

The assignment directions called for an outline of analysis. You reported some facts and personal opinion about this issue, but not an actual analysis--which means breaking apart an issue into its important elements for examination with the goal of better understanding it.
GOOD ANALYSIS BUT IN ESSAY/CONFUSED FORMAT

The points that you made were good ones, but because of a lack of paragraph organization, it was hard to tease out your main points. Please read and follow assignment directions carefully. The assignment directions called for an outline of analysis. You reported some facts and personal opinion about this issue, but not an actual analysis--which means breaking apart an issue into its important elements for examination with the goal of better understanding it.
Project Step #2: List of Subtopics
DECENT LIST

Your group is off to a decent start on this. Your list, however, was a shorter than it needed to be. When brainstorming, you need to use the seven strategies to force yourself to go beyond the initial and predictable responses, to force yourself into new ideas. A brainstorming session should result in creative thinking.
NO LIST

Please reread the assignment directions—you were supposed to submit a list of ideas about each of your team’s subtopics.

GOOD LIST

This list sets you up well for your paper. Go for it!


Week 3

Week 3 - Assignment 1 
Peer Review/Discussion Forum: 

For this assignment, you and your partner will peer review the papers each of you turned in for Lesson 2 (in which you had to compare and contrast the two articles on the death penalty, then develop and defend your personal thesis on this issue).

Week 3 - Assignment 2

Project Development: Step 3

--Write a rough draft of your individual (subtopic) paper, developing your thesis, outlining the major points, and submit the completed assignment for your Instructor to grade. 

EXCELLENT BUT NO SOURCES AND BAD INTRO GRAPH

Good job. You have a clear handle on the benefits and present them logically. To improve, please:

1. Rewrite the intro. Right now it’s a summary of your main points and that is a no-no. Please see:http://www.peakwriting.com/article.php?articleid=96

http://www.peakwriting.com/article.php?articleid=97

2. Source citation. Good facts and observations here. But no sources cited. Go back and provide in-text citations. Please see: http://www.peakwriting.com/article.php?articleid=101
NOT A ROUGH DRAFT

This is not a rough draft of a research paper. Please refer to model papers for what is expected at this point:

http://www.dianahacker.com/writersref/model.html
http://depts.gallaudet.edu/englishworks/writing/mlasample.html

Week 4

Week 4 - Assignment 1 (unity coherence, emphasis, dev)
Short Essay

Select any article or essay and analyze how the writer has gone about it based on the four important guiding characteristics for a composition as they are outlined in Appendix A. Complete your note in a Word document and submit the paper for the Instructor to grade.

EXCELLENT EXCEPT MECHANICS
Very good analysis. By pointing out how the author used unity, coherence, development and emphasis. You also demonstrated your ability to define and recognize these very important basics of good writing.

Good job on identifying the techniques of coherence, unity, emphasis and development. Also improvement in your mechanics. Still areas for you to review. 
SUMMARY OF ARTICLE—NO ANALYSIS
You did a good job of summarizing the article. However, the assignment called for you to apply in a methodical and conscious way the four elements of coherence, unity, emphasis and development. You were to analysis how the author made use of those techniques in order to demonstrate that you understand and can recognize the four basic techniques of writing.

NO ARTICLE SUMMARY—NO ANALYSIS

You did a good job of summarizing the four elements. However, the assignment called for you to apply in a methodical and conscious way the four elements to an essay. You were to analyze how the author made use of those techniques by citing specifics from the essay. These specifics were lacking.

DREADFUL/TOO SHORT

The assignment called for you to apply in a methodical and conscious way the four elements of coherence, unity, emphasis and development. You were to analyze how the author made use of those techniques in order to demonstrate that you understand and can recognize the four basic techniques of writing. This submission fell far short of those objectives.

Week 4 - Assignment 2

Project Development: Step 4
In this task you have to do a review of the outline of the collaborative paper. Does it flow? Are you all happy with the way the subtopics are organized? Does anything need to be added, removed, or changed in some way? 

You need to ensure that you have consensus within your group on these issues, if your group paper is to be cohesive and strong.

Your team has to finalize the sections that form the overall paper, write the introductory and concluding paragraphs of the collaborative paper. If no one volunteers, the team leader should write rough drafts of both paragraphs (these could start off as a bulleted list of main points to cover). Then, the team members should flesh out the ideas, and write proper introductory and concluding paragraphs. Write down the paragraphs and post your answer on the Discussion Forum.


Week 5

Week 5 - Assignment 1 

Short Essay-Creative/Critical Thinking
Compare and contrast creative thinking and critical thinking. Based on what you know, how would you explain the advantages and disadvantages of each? Cite specific examples to defend your views. Write up your answers in a Word document, and submit the completed assignment for your Instructor to grade.
EXCELLENT

These are good insights about creative v. critical thinking modes, their basic characteristics and applications. Your examples were concrete and well developed with thoughtful details. You also properly structure your response into two comparative sections.

Good job!
TOO BRIEF
You organized two paragraphs briefly describing the two, but please refer to the assignment: “Compare and contrast creative thinking and critical thinking. Based on what you know, how would you explain the advantages and disadvantages of each? Cite specific examples to defend your views.”

This brief submission does not adequately carry out those tasks.

PARAGRAPH IMPROVEMENTS NEEDED 

Suggestions for improvement: Paragraphing. There aren't enough of them. You include too many separate ideas in the same graf. For example, when you discussed advantages (new paragraph) and disadvantages (new paragraph).

PROBLEMS

These are good insights about creative v. critical thinking modes, their basic characteristics and applications. Suggestions for improvement: the intro was disorganized and lacked a clear thesis. The body paragraphs introduced a main idea but did not develop it with more concrete examples or details. The spelling was faulty throughtout.
Week 6 


Assignment 1. Preparation for Virtual Meeting

Now it is time to share your draft subtopic papers with all of your team members. Even if they are not polished yet, your team members need to be able to read through your ideas, so that they can get a sense of how the collaborative paper is taking shape.

E-mail your individual (subtopic) paper to everyone else in your team. Arrange the individual (subtopic) papers together in order, based on the outline for your collaborative paper. Read all the papers through. Decide on a time for your team's Virtual Meeting.


Assignment 2.  Essay on Solution to Family TV Problem
(Part one of three part question)
Imagine you are the parent of two children, aged 8 and 6. They love to watch television, but you believe that most programs are a waste of time or promote undesirable values and attitudes. You believe that they are better off doing something else.

Identify and solve this problem. Use the two steps of refining the solutions to a problem. Write up your views in a Word document, and submit the completed assignment for your Instructor to grade. 
EXCELLENT

I really like the logical way that you attacked the assignment You used prewriting to first answer each question/criterion individually, then you wrote a summary based on your answers to the two steps. A model, thoughtful response.
OK __ BUT TOO SHORT
I really like the logical way that you attacked the assignment You used prewriting to first answer each question/criterion individually, then you wrote a summary based on your answers to the two steps. On the downside, if you consider the list of evaluative questions/criteria that  can be applied to a solution, this response seems to lack enough rigorous analysis and consideration. 


Week 7

Week 7 - Assignment 1
PARTS TWO AND THREE OF THREE-PART QUESTION

Textbook Exercise 1
Read the directions for Application 12.2, and then complete Applications 12.2a, 12.2b, 12.2g, 12.2t, and 12.2y in the course textbook (pages 185-186).  Following the directions in Application 12.2, write up your answers for each of the five Applications in a Word document, and submit the completed assignment for your Instructor to grade.

Check each of the following arguments to be sure that it contains no hidden premises and, if it is a complex argument, that all parts are expressed. Revise each, as necessary, to make the expression complete. Then evaluate the argument and decide whether it is sound. Explain your judgment.
EXCELLENT

You did a thorough and excellent job on this analysis. It was clear that you had studied the analytical techniques, then took the time to apply them thoughtfully and criticallly to the samples. Great work. 
AVERAGE

Good job on finding the hidden premises in most of these. The omissions to be aware of: not applying the errors of reasoning ("everybody does it," for example); and the lack of validity (premise and conclusion not matching). Overall, there needed to be more application of the criteria for evaluation.

NO ANALYSIS
You had some interesting things to say about these topics. However, the assignment directions were very specific: to identify any hidden premises, to determine if each is a complex argument fully expressed, to make a judgment about the argument’s soundness, and to rewrite the argument. This response does not carry out all of the major portions of this assignment.

Textbook Exercise 2
Read the directions for Application 12.1 in the textbook. This refers to the three arguments about media influence on young people, reporting income for tax purposes and, homosexuals in education. Choose any two of the three and decide whether each argument is supported by a sound reasoning. You have to consider whether the argument is sound or if there are errors in reasoning.

Explain your judgment in a Word document, and submit the completed assignment for your Instructor to grade.
EXCELLENT

Excellent job on this. I liked how your response was devoid of any personal opinion on these issues and focused instead on a strict analysis of truth and validity. You seem especially adept at finding the hidden assumptions.

NOT EVEN CLOSE

This submission does not address the directions provided for Application 12.1, which require a four-step analysis of each of the arguments you selected. The analysis should result in you making a judgment of the argument's soundness and presence of errors in reasoning.
Writing Assessment #6 (Kip Kenkel Internet Violence)

GREAT JOB-NO QUOTES FROM ARTICLE OR OUTSIDE SOURCES
Great job on presenting your reaction to this essay on violence. Your insight was excellent and your essay’s structure was strong with well-developed paragraphs. However, please reread the assignment directions: you were to include direct quotes from the article and outside sources from the Virtual Library.

GREAT JOB-NO OUTSIDE SOURCES

Great job on presenting your reaction to this essay on violence. Your insight was excellent and your essay’s structure was strong with well-developed paragraphs that included quotes from the article. However, please reread the assignment directions: you were to include outside sources from the Virtual Library. You also needed to document/cite the quotes from the essay.
GREAT JOB-SOURCES BUT NO CITATIONS OR LAST PAGE
Great job on presenting your reaction to this essay on violence. Your insight was excellent and your essay’s structure was strong with well-developed paragraphs that included quotes from the article. However, please reread the assignment directions: You were to provide in-text citations and a final sources page in proper format. Please see this article on how to do so: 
http://www.peakwriting.com/article.php?articleid=101

CREATIVITY EXERCISE
EXCELLENT

This is truly excellent. You incorporated detailed experiences to illustrate an understanding of your own creativity in light of the characteristics provided by the author: “Creative people are Dynamic”, “Creative people are Daring”, “Creative people are Resourceful”, “Creative People are Hardworking”, and Creative People are Independent”.  This was a pleasure to read.
PRETTY GOOD – NO CHARACTERISTICS MENTIONED
Pretty good job. I wish that you had been more detailed about your experiences or made mention of the actual characterisitics so that the examples you provided had some context. This assignment asks you to communicate your understanding of your creativity in light those characteristics: “Creative people are Dynamic”, “Creative people are Daring”, “Creative people are Resourceful”, “Creative People are Hardworking”, and Creative People are Independent”.  

WEEK 8 

WRITING ASSESSMENT 8 – TOULMIN ANALYSIS OF NUCLEAR FAMILY

EXCELLENT

Excellent job on this. You clearly understood what Toulmin meant by each term and found appropriate examples and details for the essay. No matter what fancy words Toulmin uses, you now know how important it is to back up your thesis with main points and detailed arguments that support each of those main points.

ASSIGNMENT 11

Compare and contrast expressions of problems with expressions of issues using the following guidelines: 

In expressing a problem, you are looking  for outward support or to gather a consensus==”How can we pull our team grade up?  

When expressing an issue, you are attempting to sway the argument:   “Is this right?” “Should online courses be the only English course offered?”  “Does an online course provide the required learning environment?” 

EXCELLENT

Brilliant. You read, understood and applied the knowledge in your examples. You clearly know the essential differences between these two types of questions and the role they play in constructing an argument.

http://dianahacker.com/writersref/flash/gm_menu.asp





Longman exercise zone --begin with this self test


http://occawlonline.pearsoned.com/bookbind/pubbooks/long_longman_uoplezap_1/index.html





http://webster.commnet.edu/grammar/quiz_list.htm








