COMP II

Week 1 Respond to Question (Ungraded)
OFF TOPIC
You had some interesting insights about the national media in this essay. However, please reread the assignment directons. You were supposed to answer question 1 on pg. 20 about “battles and duels” in the media, especially broadcast media. Reading your essay, I couldn’t tell if you had read the assignment or not. 

You had good insights about the media in this essay. However, please reread the assignment. You were supposed to answer question 1 on pg. 20--do you agree/disagree with the author on her thesis. 

DISORGANIZED

You had some interesting insights about the national media in this essay. It was hard to follow the overall organization of your main points and the discussion inside the pargraphs. You seemed to stray from the author's topic in areas that were related but off topic. Reading your essay, I couldn’t tell if you had read the assignment or not. 

NOT AN ESSAY
You had some interesting insights about the national media in this essay. However, please reread the assignment directons. You were supposed to answer question in essay form using an intro paragraph with thesis, body paragraphs with topics sentences containing echoes and signposts, and a final section or conclusion.

LACK OF ORGANIZATION/MECHANICS

You had good insights about the media in this essay. However, it was hard to follow the overall organization of your main points and the discussion inside the pargraphs.  You need to work on argumentation--an intro with a thesis, a series of body paragraphs (each with a new main point to support your thesis) and a conclusion. But you did read with detail and showed a good understanding of the essay.
However, you will need to seek additional help in catching the many spelling and other errors in your writing. But you did read with detail and showed a good understanding of the essay.
This assignment also called for a list of areas in which you would like to improve.

EXCELLENT
You did an excellent job of (1) responding directly to the question and (2) setting up a tightly organized essay with echoes and signposts. This is an important basic ability; it forms the basis of intelligent argument and discourse. Keep up the great work!
You also have keen insights into the areas where improvements could make your writing even better.

OUTLINE-NO LIST

This is an excellent outline of some main points that could be developed into an effective paper. Please reread the assignment directions, which call for 1-2 pages and also a list of areas in writing where you would like to improve in this course. I didn’t see any significan mechanical/grammatical issues.
Writing Assessment #2 (Final Invention Paper)
TOP LEVEL

Congrats! This was very well done. You used a clear structure built around benefits, put each one in a separate paragraph, and argued with specific details. The writing was also relatively free of errors. I wish it had been a tad longer—the sale would have been more effective.

NO PARAGRAPHS

This was well done. You used a clear structure and argued with specific details. The writing was also relatively free of errors. I wish it had been a tad longer and divided into those important basic units of thought--paragraphs. The sale would have been more effective.

LACKS ORGANIZATION

This was a good execution of the assignment. You used "sales language" well to sell your audience. You used specific details to help make your presentation convincing. The only problem I saw: the paragraphs overall structure seemed a bit disorganized, mixing benefits with other details.

LACKS DETAILS/TOO SHORT
This was a good execution of the assignment. You used "sales language" well to sell your audience.The only problem I saw: the paragraphs lack enough separate benefits and details to make them, strong, convincing arguments.
LACKS DETAILS AND ORGANIZATION

Your narrowed your thesis well—it was specific and arguable. However, the paragraphs did not always stay on a specific topic sentence. Also, the support in the paragraphs tended to be general rather than specific. The result—you seem to have a clear overall sense of how to organize an essay, but some of the parts need refining.

Writing Assessment #3a  - Topics for Argumentation
EXCELLENT – NARROWER AUDIENCE
You did a good job of narrowing your topic and brainstorming the pro/con lists. You're off to a good start. One suggestion: narrow your audience more. Rule: you know your audience is narrow enough when you must capitalize its name. Example: (1) housewives (too broad). Junior Mothers League of Austin, Texas (just right).  Example: (2) government officials (too broad). Austin City Council (just right.)
AVERAGE--LITTLE ON PROS/CONS, NO AUDIENCE

You did a good job of narrowing your topic. Suggestion: narrow your audience more. Example: (1) housewives (too broad). Junior Mothers League of Austin, Texas (just right).  Example: (2) government officials (too broad). Austin City Council (just right.). Suggestion: Develop a more detailed list of pros/cons (as assignment called for) before writing.

GOOD JOB, DID NOT ANSWER QUESTION #3

You did a good job of narrowing your topic and brainstorming the pro/con lists. You're off to a good start. However, I did not see where you satisfied assignment direction #3: Then, write 2-3 parameters for the topic (reducing options to main ideas which will contain the argument).

DID NOT FOLLOW ASSIGNMENT/DID NOT ANSWER QUESTIONS

I like your topic, but I was confused by your submission. It failed to follow assignment directions and answer the questions listed. This assignment called for a series of answers to those questions, not an essay. Please try this assignment again and answer each question in the assessment.
Writing Assessment #3b -  Argumentative Letter
GOOD - EXCEPT FORMAT
You did a good job of organizing this argumentative letter from less important to most important. Your paragraph structures were strong, unifed and filled with effective support. You suggested remedies in the final portion. Overall, you demonstrated a strong ability to map out an argumentative/persuasive structure and carry it out with clear, effective prose.
Please look again at your Handbook for proper letter format. 

AVERAGE OR LOWER- LACK OF DEV AND LETTER FORMAT
You did a good job of organizing this argumentative letter from less important to most important. However, please reread the assignment directions. You were to follow the format of a letter from your handbook. Also, in an argument, your assertions/ideas need more development; in order words, the paragraphs the assertions are end need to be fuller of support to make your points acceptable.

EXCELLENT – EXCEPT GRAMMAR

You did an effective job of organizing this argumentative letter organized from less important to most important. Your paragraph structures were strong, unifed and filled with effective support. You suggested remedies in the final portion.

Problems: sentence fragments, verb endings. Please review your Handbook and work the sections on these sites:

* http://dianahacker.com/writersref/flash/gm_menu.asp

* http://webster.commnet.edu/grammar/quiz_list.htm
AVERAGE TO BELOW (no paragraphs, no format)

Your topic was narrowed effectively. However, you did not write an effective argument, which contains clearly identified main points in a series of paragraphs, each with effective support. In constructing an argument, you must have separate paragraphs filled with detail that supports your point and persuades your audience. Remember, Comp II is a course in writing arguments.

Please consult your handbook regarding the formatting of letters, including—date, inside address, margins, justification. Remember to read and follow instructions exactly.

Writing Assessment #4 – Peer Reviewed Paper
EXCELLENT EXCEPT FOR CITATIONS
You did an excellent job with this argument. The intro set up the topic and narrowed down to a strong debatable thesis. Each body paragraph tied back to the thesis and was held together with transition words. The body paragraphs used different types of evidence.
Problems: No in-text citations or final page of sources. Without these, the paper is considered either plagiarized or lacking sources. Please see: these two article:

http://www.peakwriting.com/article.php?articleid=101
http://www.citationmachine.net.
OR – Incorrect citations/final page

Problems: Inocrrect in-text citations and final page of sources. Please see: these two article:

http://www.peakwriting.com/article.php?articleid=101

http://www.citationmachine.net.
NO SOURCES
You did a job with some basics: The intro set up the topic and narrowed down to a strong thesis. Each body paragraph tied back to the thesis and was held together with transition words. But I did not see where you used sources to support your arguments. Without them, the paper is considered either plagiarized or lacking sources. Please see: http://www.peakwriting.com/article.php?articleid=101
LACKS IN-TEXT CITATIONS, SIGNAL PHRASE, CORRECT REFERENCES
You maintained a strong focus and brought in substantial sources. Problems: You must use a signal phrase to introduce all quotes (Harris, p. 361). You must also format long quotes (p.358). Finally, you must use in-text citations (p.423) and proper references at end (p.426). I also recommend using a citation machine:

http://citationmachine.net/
LACKS DEVELOPMENT—NOT AN ARGUMENT
You did a good job with the essay basics: clear intro and thesis, distinct body paragraphs containing one main point. The main problem is that this assignment called for an argument paper. That means your thesis had to contain a strong personal position/opinion, then you had to support that opinion with body paragraphs that contains strong arguments in favor of your point of view. 
NO PARAGRAPHS

You did a good job with two important elements: clear intro and thesis. The main area for you to work on is developing your thesis paragraphs more. As of now, you are stating a good point and discussing it a little. But you do not bring in enough reasons, facts, details, examples or other materials to build 2-3 distinct body paragraphs, each proving the thesis. There were also serious mechanical issue--fused sentences. Please consult mycomplab exercises on that area.
Writing Assessment #5 – Argument Inverted Pyramid
OUTSTANDING

This is a good response because it is (1) well structured with a clear statement of main idea, clearly separated paragraphs that each argument a specific point with relevant detail, an overall structure that flows from most to least important. The writing was clean and strong. 

Flaws: proper “References” citations.

Please review this article on how to format citations and your last-page of references: http://www.peakwriting.com/article.php?articleid=101

EVERYTHING GOOD BUT THESIS

This is a good response because it is (1) well structured, provides clearly separated paragraphs that each develops a specific point with relevant detail, an overall structure that flows from most to least important. The writing was clean and strong.

Your thesis/purpose needed to have been clearer in your intro.

OVER RELIANCE ON QUOTATIONS
You did a good job on focusing on a single, narrow topic. You found important and relevant material on the topic from the library. However, too much of this material was used in relation to your own words—you quoted too much. Save quotes for special occasions (an author’s strong opinion, a sentence that sums up everything), and rephrase information (facts, stats) in your own words. Also be sure to introduce your quotes with a signal phrase: “According to …”)

NOT AN ESSAY – DID NOT FOLLOW DIRECTIONS

Real problems here: Assignment instructions said to include a label—position or proposal—as well as a tentative thesis and outline of major points. The essay itself does not adhere to basic principles of paragraphing—one paragraph for each major point (which supports the thesis) developed with evidence. Some thoughts in this essay were repeated frequently because of a lack of organization. I hope you rewrite this as a true essay, follow assignment instructions and resubmit it for a better grade.

Writing Assessment #6 – Reaction to “Violent Culture: Media, Internet, Placing Blame”

NO OUTSIDE SOURCES
You did a good job on this. You had a clear intro, body and conclusion sections. Your body paragraphs stayed focused on your main point and used quotations from the article. The only weakness I see is that the instructions called for the use of outside resources, which I did not see in your paper.
EXCELLENT JOB—POOR CITATIONS FORMAT
Excellent job with this. The intro set up the topic and had a strong thesis. Each body paragraph tied back to the thesis with transition words and developed a single point using different types of evidence, including quotes from article. The conclusion gave a strong forward push to your argument. 

Flaws: proper “References” citations.

Please review this article on how to format citations and your last-page of references: http://www.peakwriting.com/article.php?articleid=101
TOO BRIEF-NOT AN ARGUMENT

There is a serious problems with what you turned in: You have a good beginning to this paper—your insights about the internet and Kip. And you use one source (without a citation). But this assignment calls for you to construct an argument with a series of body paragraphs, one for each of your main points. This submission was too brief to accomplish that.
Also see http://www.citationmachine.net for proper citation format.
Research Paper Phase 1 – Outlining
OUTSTANDING

You did an excellent job of outlining the skeleton of this argument paper. The key section is the body, where you must have a series of valid reasons/arguments to support your position. Yours were solid.

Flaw: Please identify a specific audience to write to

NOT ENOUGH BODY

Because of the topic you chose, your body section MUST contain a list of at least three reasons for your position. You should even use that word and a signpost word to begin each paragraph: “The first reason I am …” Don’t get caught up in an “encyclopedia paper”—merely reporting information you’ve found in your research. You are constructing an argument, not a encyclopedia article.

Because of the topic you chose (arguments for/against pledging), your body section MUST contain a separate sections for pro arguments and con arguments. Don’t get caught up in an “encyclopedia paper”—merely reporting information you’ve found in your research. Get past your first two sections and get to the specific arguments-fast.
NOT AN ARGUMENT PAPER/ENCYCLOPEDIA THESIS
This outline can cause you to fail the research paper. This is an argument paper. You must state a debatable position: "The Philippines should become the 51st state," for example. Your body section MUST contain a list of reasons why: “The first reason I …” Don’t merely recurgitate information from research. You are constructing an argument, not a encyclopedia article. YOU MUST HAVE AN ARGUMENTATIVE THESIS. Read:

http://www.peakwriting.com/article.php?articleid=92
NOT AN OUTLINE

Please go back and reread the assignment directions. You were supposed to write an outline first that mapped out each part of your paper in pretty good detail. I saw only two short paragraphs of free writing. YOU MUST HAVE AN ARGUMENTATIVE THESIS. Please read.

http://www.peakwriting.com/article.php?articleid=92

Research Paper Phase II – Drafting

EXCELLENT
This worked well. The background information in your intro leads smoothly to a clear statement of your argumentative thesis. Your thesis takes a definite stand. Then your body paragraphs develop that argument one reason/one point at a time. Most of all, you used your sources exceptionally well: you first stated your point in your words, then made a transition to the source to back it up.

Suggestions: Be sure to put page number after quotes and don’t forget your final “Works Cited” page.

NO PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS

This was well done in terms of structure and content. The major issue is your use of sources. You do not supply any parenthetical (in-text) citations. Please review your Prentice-Hall text, chapter 56, on the need for parenthetical (in-text) citations to avoid plagiarism. Also go to: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/research/r_mla.html

and look at the section: "Making References to Works of Others."
Writing Assessment #7 – Infanticide Argument
GOOD BUT NOT TOULMIN

You did a good job with stating your position on this controversial issue. Your intro and thesis were clear, and your paragraphs were logical. However, since you were to use the Toulmin model, several elements needed to be added to your essay to make it conform to that model.
Research Paper III – Revising

OVERALL GOOD

Overall this was a good job. You had a clearly state thesis that was debatable and argued a personal stand on a topic. You structured your argument into a series of reasons in paragraphs and used secondary sources and your own details for support. Your use of sources was consistent and generally accurate. This paper shows good competence in this area. Congrats!
See your personal folder for a copy of your paper with my corrections.

WEEK 8

Analysis of “Nuclear Family”

EXCELLENT-toulmin
You did an excellent job with this. You applied Toulmin’s model consistently and accurately. Your overall structure was clear with well organized paragraphs written in clear, correct prose. You are an excellent writer.

TOO SHORT—not enough of the six terms
You identifed some of Toulmin’s terms in the essay. However, there were several missing, which means this submission falls short of fully accomplishing the assignment: “identify and explain” all six of Toulmin’s terms. The brevity was particularly an issue in the warrants and backing, which require a list of the specific information used by Barnett and Rivers. 

WEEK 10

Final Research Paper

GOOD BUT NO CITATIONS OR WORKS CITED PAGE

The text was well organized and your paragraphs held together well. Your prose was clean and correct. Only two problems: missing in-text citations and a final "Works Cited" pages. These are essential elements of a research paper, which must document it sources.
WEEK 11
Writing Assessment #9 (what have you learned)

AUDIENCE AWARENESS
Congrats on making the transition to a mature writer--one who always thinks about one thing and one thing only: the audience. It's true--There are no rules in writing. The audience rules.
PORTFOLIO

PIECES MISSING 

There were some pieces missing: peer reviews, self analysis, and draft (pre-final) materials.
http://dianahacker.com/writersref/flash/gm_menu.asp





Longman exercise zone --begin with this self test


http://occawlonline.pearsoned.com/bookbind/pubbooks/long_longman_uoplezap_1/index.html





http://webster.commnet.edu/grammar/quiz_list.htm








