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Future Me
 Moving Towards the Light
“Breathe! Just breathe everything will be fine.” This is all I hear every time the chain of military life gets yanked back ten feet.  Just when I think I can deal with and maneuver around my husband’s presence or lack there of due to the military, I find I cannot.  It is impossible to get free from not knowing where I will find my life one year or even three months down the road while my husband is still in the military.  I am tied down whether I like it or not.  I am at the mercy of the government, which dictates where I will live, when I will move, how long I will have to parent by myself, and how or when they will pay me.  
With all of the parenting responsibilities falling directly on me, my time is consumed quickly.  I find it hard to achieve all I have my desires set on when I am always stepping back into the cave.  Sometimes there is light and I can see it clearly, then it grows dim due to pay mistakes and lack of knowing what is going to happen in my life three months down the road.  So how do I break free? Frankly right now I cannot break free from my military chains, but I can keep moving towards the light and achieve as much as I can until I am yanked backwards again.  Then I can pick myself up and find the light once again.  These chains may hold me down right now, but my future is still my own and I will reach my intended goal.

The Ways in Which I Learn
Chains or no chains, I am moving forward with my life.  According to the results of the “Learning Styles Interactive Diagnostic Screening,” I am hard wired to think in words. I understand most everything I am taught and collecting information is easy for me.  When it comes to small details I can remember them well.  Reading and writing are fairly easy for me and I like independent study.  By looking at the bigger picture in words, I am able to solve most problems.  When in the classroom I prefer being taught step-by-step, but talking about things and linking material with an image are quite useful for me (Cooper). I found the results of this test to be quite accurate but I went on to take a second test which completely confirmed the first. 
The second test, “Learning Styles and Strategies,” stated that I am an active learner, which means I “tend to retain and understand information best by doing something active with it-discussing or applying it…” (Felder and Soloman). I am also a sensing learner, who is a learner that tends “to like learning facts…solving problems…memorizing facts…doing hands-on work…more practical…” (Felder). Along with being an active learner and a sensing learner, I am also both a verbal learner and a sequential learner (Felder).  
Now that I have a better understanding of the way I learn, I hope to have an easier time completing my schooling. Therefore I will be able to achieve my goal of becoming an elementary school teacher successfully.
The Right Career for Me
Does my future career really await me in an elementary school? In order to answer that question, I set out on a quest to find confirmation that I am headed down the correct path. First I found two tests regarding career choices. 
The first one, ”The Career Key,” scored me according to six personality types-“realistic, investigative, artistic, social, enterprising,[and]conventional” (Jones). My highest score fell under social and some of the listed occupations for a person with a social personality are- “clergy or religious worker, counselor, social worker, dental hygienist, respiratory therapist, librarian, school teacher,[and]athletic trainer” (Jones).
The second test, “The Princeton Review Career Quiz,” gave me my results using a color-coded system to tell me what my work interests are and what my style of working is. According to “The Princeton Review Career Quiz”:

Your interest color is: BLUE
People with blue interests like job responsibilities and occupations that involve creative, humanistic, thoughtful, and quiet types of activities. Blue interests include abstracting, theorizing, designing, writing, reflection, and originating, which often lead to work in editing, teaching, composing, inventing, mediating, clergy, and writing.

Your usual style is: YELLOW

People with yellow styles perform their job responsibilities in a manner that is orderly and planned to meet a known schedule. They prefer to work where things get done with a minimum of interpretation and unexpected change. People with a yellow style tend to be orderly, cautious, structured, loyal, systematic, solitary, methodical, and organized, and usually thrive in a research-oriented, predictable, established, controlled, measurable, orderly environment. You will want to choose a work environment or career path in which your style is welcomed and produces results. (“The Princeton Review Career Quiz”)
After having completed both, “The Career Key” and” The Princeton Review Career Quiz”, I felt confident that following my path to becoming an elementary teacher is the right direction to go. Now the only question was which way do I go? This was easily answered once I found the “Occupational Outlook Handbook”. On its website I found information pertinent to becoming an elementary school teacher. The following paragraphs are a summarization of the seven sections on the topic “School Teachers Kindergarten, Elementary, and Secondary.”

The first section discusses criteria needed to become a teacher. I will need to receive a bachelor’s degree, obtain my teaching license, and graduate from an eligible teacher education program.

The second section discusses the “nature of the work” and gives helpful information about what a teacher does. For example, as a teacher I will be a leader teaching children how to apply the different teachings to other subjects in school and their lives. There are times when I may need to act as a coach or a mediator between groups or individuals. As a teacher I will have an impact on the way a student’s life may progress, which can either cause positive or negative effects in my student’s future school careers, how they work, or even in their personal relationships. As well as having to manage my time so that I can put together teaching plans, grades, assignments, and keeping order in my classroom. Overall, I feel these are all tasks that I am very capable of performing as a elementary school teacher. 

In the third section the “working conditions” are discussed. This is the part of teaching when being able to mediate may be needed.  Sometimes there might be fights or disobedience to deal with, but seeing how the children learn and grow out weighs this aspect of the job. Another aspect of being a teacher is preparing to work more than 40 hours a week.  This too is out weighed by being able to have predated vacations whether I am working in a 10-month school or a year-round school. The last aspect that intrigues me is being eligible to receive tenure after successfully completing a probationary period. By having tenure the school I work for will not be able to dismiss me unless they have a legitimate reason and can prove it. I find this last aspect to be of great comfort when considering job security.

The fourth section on “employment” states that “teachers held about 3.4 million jobs in 1998…about 1.9 million were kindergarten and elementary school teachers, and 1.4 million were secondary school teachers.” [Based on these statistics I am fairly confident that I will have no problem finding employment once I am properly qualified to teach.] 


The fifth section on “job outlook” states that “teachers who are geographically mobile and who obtain licensure in more that one subject should have a distinct advantage in finding a job…[and]overall employment of kindergarten, elementary, and secondary school teachers is expected to increase about as fast as the average for all occupation through the year 2008.” 


The sixth section on “earnings” states “according to the American Federation of Teachers, with a bachelor’s degree earned an average of $25,700 in the 1997-98 school year. The estimated average salary of all elementary and secondary school teachers in the 1997-98 school year was $39,300.” [I can only imagine that by the time I am ready to look for employment these numbers will be up by a few thousand dollars each.]


The seventh section on “sources of additional information” led me to several different sites where I found more information pertaining to teaching. The followind is the list of sites along with some information obtained at each site:

· http://www.nbpts.org. This web address is for the “National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education”. At this site I was able to access information on becoming an accredited teacher. It also provides lists of schools that offer education programs.

· http://www.nbpts.org. At this web address of the “National Board for Professional Teaching Standards, 26555” I was able to receive information on becoming nationally certified in teaching. It also provides a list of schools that offer national certification programs.

· http://www.umsl.edu/services/govdocs/ooh20002001/519.htm. This site is from the “Career Guide to Industries” and it sent me directly to “Educational Services”. Here found a broader outline for teaching students at all levels. (“School Teachers Kindergarten, Elementary, and Secondary”)


After having summarized all of the sections I know have a clearer understanding of exactly where my journey should begin. I feel quite satisfied that by attending Armstrong Atlantic State University I have begun my journey down the right path.
Ten Years into My Future
Where are my sunglasses!?! My future is so bright finally, having broken free from the chains of military life and enjoying a sense of normalcy, my career is officially beginning. I have a great job working for a public school teaching first graders. They are so eager to learn and I am just as eager to teach them. It has been really nice to finally see all of my hard work paying off. Since I found my new job my husband has been able to enjoy a few months of leisure time now that he is retired. He and I are enjoying parenting our children together and our dream house is being built in our chosen state of residency.  We have finally been able to work on our finances and plan for our future.  Most importantly I am able to center my attention on my role as a wife, mother, and school teacher.  The rewards of following my dreams through the hard times in the cave and finally seeing where my learning styles and interests have brought me are too many to count.  I am finally free and the light is glorious!
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